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Brigham City • Poisoning ravens, pulling out pinyon and juniper, controlling
noxious cheat grass and preventing fires are the hallmarks of a pilot
program the Box Elder County Commission endorsed Tuesday in a formal
bid to forestall listing of the greater sage grouse under the Endangered
Species Act.
Commissioners unveiled the plan in a packed meeting room in Brigham
City’s historic courthouse, where federal, state and local officials showered
praise on this effort.
The plan makes little reference to overgrazing, viewed among
environmentalists as the leading culprit in the decline of the sage grouse,
but officials promised it will improve habitat and reduce threats, chiefly
wildfire and nest raiding by ravens.
"We are trying to be good stewards of the land," said LuAnn Adams, the
Box Elder commissioner assigned to public lands. "We hope [Bureau of
Land Management officials] will follow our lead, but they have processes
that they have to go through."
Utah and several Western states are crafting sage grouse conservation
plans with the help of local working groups and biologists. With its new pilot
program, Box Elder is the first county to implement Utah’s grouse
conservation strategy, according to Kathleen Clarke, director of the state
Public Lands Policy Coordination Office.
"It is a beautiful complement to the state plan," Clarke said.
State officials have so far declined to release the plan, arguing it is not
public until federal wildlife officials approve it.

The success of these state plans is essential in persuading the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to keep the greater sage grouse, one of the West’s
iconic wildlife species, off the threatened or endangered list. The agency is
to make a listing decision in 2015. It is widely assumed that listing would
result in restrictions on grazing and oil and gas development, with
potentially devastating impacts to rural economies.
The details of the Box Elder plan have not been worked out, but it will be
modeled closely on a program in neighboring Elko County, Nev., and will
unfold on private land in Grouse Creek Valley in Utah’s northwestern
corner.
Elko officials are implementing their plan at Devils Gate Ranch, a 15,000acre cattle operation not far across the state line from Grouse Creek.

